DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
man as God's coadjutor; and the soul of each person, as an immortal being, is of equal worth with the soul of every other person. What is eternal cannot be indifferent towards what is also eternal. The old aristocratism looked upon men as evil or stupid, and naturally classed both together. In these cases this aristocratism led to absolutism, autocracy and dictatorship.
"I recognise the process of gradual democratisa-tion also in the fact that during and after the war men attained positions of political leadership who were Socialists or at least had stood for social reform. I may mention Briand, Mussolini, Ebert, MacDonald. I might add that all these were men who sprang from the people and have been acknowledged by the people. And the fact that in England, Germany, Austria, with ourselves here, and in other countries, Social Democracy came into power after the war, is at least symptomatic. The setting up of a reactionary regime here and there was to have been expected. Radical changes do not reach their objective in the first attempt. That was the case with the French Republic. The reactions of various kinds which set in after revolutions are nothing new and are less of an argument against
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